
August 8, 2011

Hello Friends,

It's only mid-summer, but once again it's also that time of year when we start planning this  
year's Christmas outreach. First, I would like to share about events from recent months, but please  
be sure to check out the end, to find out how you might become involved. And remember, our 
Facebook page is regularly updated, so to really stay in touch, that is the place to be (search for 
SIGA Ministry Partners and click “like”).

Arbolitos Library & Learning Center

Beginning in May, several groups of visitors have made their way down to the Sarapiqui. 
We  appreciate  very  much  their  visits  and 
hope it was a rewarding experience for them. 
I  know  that  several  lives  were  touched  in 
very tangible ways, including my own. I know 

that  these  groups  were  only  able  to  come 
because  of  supporters  back  home,  so  I  also 
thank  those  unseen  supporters.  Pictures  of 
these groups and some of the activities they 
were involved in during their  respective stays 
are on SIGA’s Facebook page. 

Institute for Ministerial Excellence

With  the  arrival  last  year  of 
approximately  600  books  to  launch  our 
theological library, we are now making small 
advances  toward  offering  theological 
education to leaders in ministry here. Most 
of these people lack a primary education, so 
accessing  traditional  theological  training  is 
simply  is  not  within  their  reach,  not 
educationally,  geographically,  or  financially. 
So  part  of  our  goal  is  to  bring  quality 
theological education which is contextually 
appropriate to them, so that they might be 
better prepared for ministry in their own communities. 
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Early in the year, Franklin Fernandez (pictured far right), a church planter with the Church 
of the Nazarene, approached me about training the leadership team of the fledgling church in Las 
Marias. Last Sunday, we concluded a five-part series of classes on biblical interpretation, beginning 
with basics of critical thinking, learning the history of the formation of the Bible, how to investigate  
cultural,  historical,  and literary  contexts  through the use of  resources  such as  commentaries,  
concordances and Bible dictionaries. Soon we will begin planning our next series.

The Rama Nation (Native American tribe in Nicaragua)

We had planned to travel to visit our Rama in June, but our friend Hilario (aka Coyote) 
called and said that there was “something going on up there” and we should perhaps stay home 
for safety reasons. I still have not found out what that “something” was, but we took his advice. 
Not that this has stopped us from working on their behalf. One of our initiatives with the Rama is 
to supply Hilario with a boat so that he can reach his people up in the jungle with something other 
than the unsafe, tipsy, water-logged dugout canoe that he currently has. He and Carlos discussed 
the specifications of the type of boat needed, and Carlos has begun building the boat, thanks to a  
financial donation we received toward the project. Now he just needs to find the time … on top of 
building the guest house, and tending the farm, among other things. 

The New Guest House

Last week the cinder block was laid by Carlos and 
Martin Villa, who came down from Virginia to launch the 
project.  The  construction  design  is  to  be  a  half-wall  of 
cinderblock (1 meter height), then the remaining wall  of 
wood. Carlos has already cut most of the wood needed, 
which comes from our farm on the Rio  Toro.  So it  is  a 
matter  of  finding  time between the Rama boat  and  the 
guest house (as well as tending the cows on the farm). But 
now that the first task has been completed, we should be 
seeing progress shortly. Until it is finished, we have a rental 
house that we are using to accommodate visitors. 

Annual Christmas Outreach

As it has been for the past five years, our annual Christmas Outreach continues to be a 
primary means of building relationships with the many little pueblos that dot the landscape out 
here in the jungle. And as it has been from the beginning, the success of these endeavors depends 
greatly on the response from people back home, because Christmas is not part of our operating 
budget. 

Last year, we distributed gifts to over 400 children, and shared the gospel of Jesus Christ 
via the Christmas Story with many more than that, as we also typically host a small ‘fiesta’ that is  
open to the entire community. Thanks to some of our recent visitors, who have been involved in 
this outreach before, we already have a head start on Christmas supplies, but we still need much,  
much more. The gifts we provide are typically a combination of school supplies, personal items, 
and something ‘fun.’ The value of the average gift for a school-age child is about $15, and for 
preschool about $5-$8. For the vast majority, this will be the only gift they receive. 

For the past two years, we have also ministered to families of some very poor pastors, by 
providing gifts for them to give to their children as well as food baskets. With approximately 20 
such families on our list, and food baskets costing about $25 each, this outreach alone costs $500.  
We only will do it, though, if finances permit. If you would like to become involved, below is a list 
of suggested items. I will be visiting Virginia briefly in October, during which time I will collect as  
many gifts as possible, to stuff into my suitcases. Also, please know that you are welcome to come 
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and participate in one or more of the Christmas activities, or to come early and help pack the gifts.  
It is a lot of work!

Christmas Wish List
School supplies Ideas Toys and gifts Ideas

pens and pencils, especially colorful ones
correction fluid (“white out”)
erasers
pencil sharpeners
colored pencils (small boxes)
school scissors
small boxes of crayons (quality brands only)

mini flashlights, small dolls
jewelry (necklaces, bracelets, rings, etc.)
bead kits or other simple arts and crafts kits
small bottles of bubbles (party packs)
sticker sheets, small stuffed toys
lip gloss, nail polish, eye shadow, etc.
baby items (bibs, teething rings, safe toys)
Matchbox / Hotwheels cars
superballs / plastic lizards, dinosaurs, etc.
Punching ball balloons (deflated)

If you see a good deal on something that a child you know might like, it’s probably a good fit.  
Small and affordable is key. Cash donations are always greatly appreciated as well, as they enable 
us to purchase items here that simply cannot make it into suitcases.

We pray for our friends and supporters who have enabled this small ministry that God has 
entrusted to us to grow, both geographically and in scope. We live in a world of danger, where  
tragedy, inflicted by natural disaster or of human origin, seems to strike all around us. However,  
we also live in a world where God is still working out his will among us. It's exciting for us to be a 
teensy part of it, and we hope that, wherever you are, whatever you do, you can say the same! 

Dios les bendiga,

Ruth Clowater
ruth@sigaministries.org

USA Office (for financial donations):
SIGA Ministry Partners, Inc.
3044 Campbell Road
Troy, VA 22974
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